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Labour and Defence 


By EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


HAT IS THE 
CONSCRIPTION NOW ? 


LABOUR 


PARTY'S ATTITUDE TO 


Last week’s Defence Debate revealed ditferences of opinion which 
the Parliamentary Committee sought to cover by an amendment to the 


White Paper which deleted the word 

“approves ” and substituted: 
recognised the necd for a defenee pro: 
eramme wiiel is adequate beh for our 
own security and to enable us to pay 


our part ins the defence of the free 
world ound is also compatible with 
national solvency; takes nate af Com- 


miand Paper No. 8768 but eunsiders tliat 
the period af national servier should be 
uhject to an annual aflirnutive resa- 
futton by this House in arder that ativ 
chanee inoour commuitiments, the contel- 
butions of our allies, and any new «de- 
velupmients may be taken inte aegouit. 
There was a preat deal of discussion 
before these wards were agreed te, and 
there was a strong teeling in the Party for 
nodess ambiguous amendment. 


Mr, Shinwell, the es-Minister of De- 
fence, has been areaing for a cut ins the 
period of National Serviee, and it was ins 
teresting to nete that neither he nor Mr, 
Strachey were ehosen to wind up the 
debate for the Party. That was Jeft to 


Mr, Philip) Noel-Baker wha was nat ono 
of the Defence Ministers in) the Labour 
Government, 

There was Jitthe in what My, Noel-Baker 
sail that could mot have been said equally 
from the Conservative Prout Beneh, 

He said, “Toam certain the Govermnent 
have been yvieht to muke the preatest ine 
erease in the Adv Borce—£8t million 


Papainst £25 million for the Army and £4 


million for the Navy." We added: “foam 
glad of the increase in the Air Force,” 


All the old cliches 


Mr. Noel-Baker, these days, ean tun 
out ad lib all the old cliches, all the old 
elaptrap, as well ng any ‘Tory minister. He 
“ventured to say that our research has 
been the bigest contribution we have 
mude to the forces of freedom.” 

This presumubly includes the atom 
hamb, the flame thrower, napalm, and the 
bacteriological research that js goinge on 
at Porton. 

Our canacripts, he sad. “have done 
their service overseas in a British spirit.” 
What does that mean? They have done 
their service overseas simply because they 
have been foreed to. 


Demonstration at Germ 
Warfare centre tomorrow 
CIFISTS from London, Birmingham 


vA 
I and the South of England will demon- 
strate outside Britain’s secret Bacteriologi- 
cal Warfare centre at. Porton, Hants, te- 
morrow, Saturday, 

Aftey assembling in. the village of 
Tdmiston at neon and marching with 
posters to the Microbiological Research 
Wstablishment, they will go to Salisbury 
for a poster parade at 4 pan. and open air 
meeting near the Market at 4 p.m, 

The London contingent leave Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh Street, at 8.10 am. 


CONSCRIPTS QUIZZED 
AS THEY REGISTER 


has heen in force? 
Yeara? 
Do you knaw whan. the present 


National Service Act is due te eone ta 
an end? € : 


About how many 


é, 


Stalin’s death and world pea 


*, Do you think Conseripiion ahould be 
ended in this country? : 

& Doe you know what a ‘conseientious 
Objector ta? ‘ 

9. Who-can apply ta be a CO in this 
eountyy? 

10. Do-yau think it ia right ar wreng Jor 
a Christian ta take part in war? os 

il. What ahont a non-Christian? 

eS Alveady the survey indicates’ that onty 

‘fe i Stepney and Shoreditch and 10% - 


in Wirraw and Wealdstone knew when 


conscription this 
equntry, 


Me organiser; Philip Seed, Quaker 


was intveduced in 


Gar ocouseripta have gone (oe harea 
because i they didwt they would have 
heen jailed Same of Chem lave died ia 
Korea in dess than ao year atter they 
had been cabled ap. 

Whit is this peculiarly “British” spit? 
is the Witish conscript any braver than 
the Russia conseript, or the renen con 
seylpt, or the South Korean canseapt? 
Does Mr Nool-Baker reatly think that 
oup cCouseripts want to po te Koren? 

Mr. Noel Baker wants a flaneer term of 
canseription for dhe reneh, ‘Most uf us 
believe,” the said, “that france would do 
well for a time af deast ra we biek te two 
yes.” 

F wonder What the @roneh will think of 
this? 


Are the French Socialists in favour of 
Jenpthening the period af eonseriplon ? 
Mr. Chorehif} had hinted at the same 
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BY A SPECIAL 


OMINALLY and — technically, 
Malenkov takes over where 
Stalin left off. But in no other sense 
ean he be regarded as Stalin’s succes- 
sor, "The qualities of omniscience 
and omnipotence popularly vested in 
Stalin are not acquired overniplyt. 
Some day Malenkov may create for 
hintself the status of the “ Godlike ” 
Stalin, But he may not succeed. 


This ia a time of guosses, Yet ii is 
possible at this stage to predict a number 
of things with cartiinty, and of these 
soveral are worthy of special stay, 
1. Sooner ar Jater one pecson will enwryge 
us Stalin'a succeasor: the entire Soviet 
aystem is peared, praclienlly and paycha- 
logically, to operate at the diresvion of 
one man, and the present arrangement 
for “government by committes ’—or 
rather dictatorship by oligarchy-—is only 
a temporary expedient, saci 
The transference of pawer to this ane 
person will be prefaced by a period of 
unrest both within the Soviet Union and 
in the relations between the Soviet Union 
and the gatellite countries. : 
. The aim of the Western Powers will be 

to promate and exploit this anrest so as 


io cause ag much disruption as pasathle: 


within the Communist kingdom, 


Nothing can Sonval van happen to pres 
vent each of those developments, Bach 
may safely be regarded ay inevituhle and 
therofare beyond our control. But the im- 
paet exch will have upon the other ia yet 
to he determined, and is of immense can- 
sequence to world peace. 


“Do you know what a conscientious objector is?” 


vepresentative on the No  Censeription 
Cauncil and Social Science student st the 
London School af Heonomivs, told Peace 
News on Saturday evening: nase 
“This Survey will “serve fener main 
purposes: oe 
Ft will avant information which may 
be used in Wastiating and. supporting 
areuments against ponseriplion, 2.) 
2. * Certain. results may indicate a useful 
tine of action in helping COs. - 
4. “Some of thoae contacted wil 
stimulated to 


~.geription, -— 9. : é : 
4. “it has linked: together. a group: of 


i bave been 
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Objector had 
“Enemy-hating” 
course 


| Pyow he was minke to om through oun 
Sonmenmwyedecdtini Malayer comes ways 
deseribed by a (UY yeurold  Bradfard 
National Svrsicenman, Brie Hill, at a courtes. 
rrartial at Beverley, Yarkshire, recenthy, 


fle was lound puilty of disobeying a law- 


Tul vommrand and was sentenced ta ihren 
mouths daprionnent, Sentence and find 
Me ait bUbjeet ta eontipaia tion, 


Neutral stand 


TH said that the was a Jehovah's Wit- 
NesB ANd as such he could net serve a 
theoeratie voverninent and a man-made ane 
nt the same time. 


“Jehovah's Wittesases stand newtrak (as 
Wards Uhis world. 1 live both seriphiaa 
and vouscicuhious objection ta parteipad 
tion ta wan’? 


When he enlisted he could nat make up 
his mind whieh courae te should take, BN 
told the court-martial When his veciment 
Was on embarkation leave for Madava ie 
deeided to niake a afand. : 


fle refused to wear his aniforar and wag” 
brought before his company commander 
who gave hin tifteen minules te owhiel to 
chanre from ci iin clothes. Wher he did 
nol do sa he wag placed under close arrest. 

li answer fo questions te agreed that he 
iad receivinl rifle and grenade training 
and heen through a vigerons enemy-hating! 
Malayit counie, i 


ce 


CORRESPONDENT 
Undowhtedly, the povernmeita ‘of the 
Western Powers received the news: or ii 
BSialors domise with plwoure, imple of. 


explielt. 
Reaction in the West 


For twenty-seven years, Stalin hag xoled: 
with wbheolute power an area of eightonike: | 
lion square miles, containing twa handmad > 
million people, divided into ane hundred ~~ 
and sixty-nine separate ethnie ; 
Surely his death 


2 
characterised Btalin’s aititude to pateatia 
{othe 
ne 


these cod have Jed 
workl war. thirty years aroe 
have done so joday had it not bee 
recornition, on both sides, of. ¢ 
calamity inherent in fulleseala marl WAY 
Tt ja true that the Wostem Powers have 
exercised great restraint on thease seca 
sions; it is equally tue that Stalin hac 
done likewise, This was hecause: 

already strong enourh to vequire 
hiry adventure (o enharice hia er 
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students and others who have been wih | 


lime fa sacrifles their Une and energy 
and who niay be encouraged te ander 
_ inke Turther work in the fubire. 
“Tie work af compiling, 
nalysing the resulta will necupy 
vinizht, if net lenge 
_ We are particularily grateful ta | 
ur helpers who ave not paciftet 
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DEATH OF A 
DICTATOR 


VAM death of a dictator cannot. 

BR oevoke the same sentiments as 
the death of one who has not be- 
vome separated by so wide a gulf 
from ordinary humanity, 


Expressions of grief, whether they are 
carefully omide oto appear willing arid 
pencrous or prudming and nigeardly, are 
equally synthetic. 

Thus the whole Russian and 
Press has its pmediate and precise instrac- 
tions: a black band round the front page 
aind the reproduction of a portrait photo- 
graph oof the dead oman across three 
columns; while President Hisenhower pives 
pointedly formal directions (lat the usual 
expression oof sympathy on the death of 
aoruler shall be conveyed, 


* 


The trapedy thal becomes evidesrt on the 
death of a dictator is not the tragedy of 
noaleath buat the tragedy of a tife. 

Jt is almost dmposoble to think about 
fis safer and end in huni terms; one 
is driven to consider it ie terms of power, 


The aman who has departed may have 
appeared in the eyes af these who were 
galled upon to render homage as something 
nore thang aan, but the eireumstances 
of which he bas permitted himself to be 
come the captive have drained him 
muuch of his humanity and have actually 
glide of hin something Jess than a ven. 

Stalin had buhind hin a dreadful record 
of cruel ruthlessness—-of the bratal destruc- 


tion of old comrades and colleagues, of 
harsh suppression of great sections vol 
population, and oof the  demoralisation 


through fear of real masses of men. 
These things have not been the conse: 
quences of a capacity for the exercise of 
superbuniin power; they have followed 
inexorably, step by step, in the logic of 
iy attempt to build a beneficent revolution 
on violence and the seizure of power, 


* 


Whoever had beconm the central figure ! 
in osuell a struggle would inevidebly bave | 


Satellite | 


| The Soviet crisis 


HEE anncuncement that Mialenkoy 
| succeods fo the position of 
; supreme power was nob unexpected, 
j but the acconipanying changes in the 

personmel and fuinetions of those 
occupy the other steps on the throne 
Interesting. 

Ht would appear that once more ii bas 
been necessary 10 ensure the fall stuppart 
of the army by riving to Marshal Voro 
shiloyv the office of president, and two other 


who 
ve 


marshals (Wassilevsky and Zhukov) are 
ldeputy war ministers, 
It was obvious that Berm would want 


fo strengthen his position and he now. be- 
comes Minister of the Interior as well as 
Dof Security, The restoration of the Foreigu 
Ollice, from which he was previously re- 
moved in favor of Vyshinsky, conpensates 
| Molotov. 


The pew sct-up supvests that it is recop:. 
vised that no one can step into Stalin’s 
shoes and that in the future the central 


Fauthority and responsibility in Russia will 


be tere shared than previously. 

Indeed, the fact Uhat Stalin, who owed 
his success so largely ta the way ia which 
he built up ound deified Lenin, has heen 


followed much the same vourse as did 
Statin or he would have been broken. 

a | 

Viois net merely that the exercise al: 


power corrupts, and that the greater the 
yeereg af power, the prenter the corruption, 
euthouph this is of course true. Tt is that 
the eourse of domination through terror 
und Gppvession once embarked upon, be- | 
comes self-perpetuating and not to be 
gacaped by those who resort lo it even it 
they were able to maintain an original 
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purity of intention. 


Trotsky, for instinee, whose Tite ik wis 
to be killed beeause Stalin needed dns 
denth, wan in himself aomuch more attrac 
tive and sympathetic figure than Stalin, 
amd his eviticisms ef the regime which 
were to result in bis exile and musider hid 
much in them to appeat to those whose 
mond values include a respect fer freedom. 

Nevertheless, if be had ben successful 
in bis campaign against Stalin the logic 
af events would have driven bin along verw 
yuch the sime road as they did Statin, 


We would equally have follawed the ILM | 
terrovistic courses, and each advance he 
could have achieved towards his goal would 
have been accompanied by oa furthes 
destruction of the values that would have 
made that goal warth reaching. 


* 


A dictator who vides in the centre af 
a osuccesstul struggle for powor may to 
the observer seem omnipotent aa well as 
ruthless and cruel. 


can never be unaware that he is ou driven! he saw blood. 


man. His failure to maintain himgelf at 
the peak of power will mean his death. 
Those who rule by terror must live in fear. 

The same considerations apply to. the 
Gictatey as upply to all the subardinnte 
figures in the politica) bierwrehy but they 
apply wilh oven preater foree, As with 
these, all his major acls will be governed 
by fear, Thera will of course be fear for 
the fale of the achievements he feels he 
may have reulised by means of his capacity 
for ruthlessness,  Belinad this and doim- 
nating: it, however, will bé the fear for his 
awn Hfe, He cannot be displaced and live, 
sndeeny who mieht conceivably displace 
rim must therefore dic. 


* 


We have seen the death of one of the 
many victime of the revolution; possibly 
jin preatest vielm. Pence to his ashes. 


ww 


1 Meas 


himsel! built up fram the high priesthood 
of Leninisny into almost a second divinity 
means that his death Jenvea a dangerous 
vacuum dn the Soviet lierarehy. 

That it was necessary to publish such 
minute details of the course of Stalin’s ill 
and the result of the post-mortem, 
shows the boaomerane result of the suspi- 
cions cast on the medical profession by the 
recent arrests of the nine doctors and of 
the doubts raised as to the cause of the 
death of other leaders. 


Hlad there been little 
Stalin would die at the hands of an 
assassin, there would not have been the 
need to convince the public that his death 
was due to natural causes. 

Similarly, if there was no fear that his 
denth night be the oecasion of active dis- 
sension in the SovieL Union and satellite 
countries there would not have been the 
same weed for the urgent and repeated 
cally to unity. Such are some of the rea- 


likelihood that 


Ol! sons for sugeestine: that the Soviet Union 


may vel have to face its preatest crisis, 
Soo much hus been said on the oecasion 
of his death, as during his lifetime, about 
{he uniqueness of Stalin's leadership for 
peice that his suceessoy is not likely to 
take any steps which might seem to in- 
tiegte that he ig changing the mantle of 


the peacemaker for the uniform of the 
reoneralissimo, 

He may even be more ready to act in 
the interests ef real peacemaking so as 


to be able to posthumous honour to 
Stalin. 

Qn the other band, if there is a danger 
of dissension within, there would also he 
no danger that it would be met by the time- 
honoured method of intensifying the hatred 
for the scapegoat without, and in order to 
prove that he also is. a oman. of) steel, 
Malenkoav night be tempted to meet the 
vel-tough policy of Americn with a new 
pet-tough policy for Russia, 

Perhaps the one certain fact in a com 
plicated situation is that it igs more then 


Leaves from a 


IE Birmingham Conscientious Objec- 
tors’ ‘Tribunal has probably created an 
all-time record fgr dealing with consciences, 

On Mareh Y, it sorted out twenty-four 
applicants in 130 minutes: five minutes, 
twelve seconds per applicant, Local iahabi- 


pay 


tants—the few whe are interested—are 
laying odds oon the Tribunal making 
a fiveenvinute average ab its next session. 

How is it done? It’s simple. Four 
Christadelphians, one Baptist, one Seventh 
fay Adventist, one Anglican and one 


Quaker were registercd conditionally; two 
Hrethren were given non-combatant duties, 
in company with a Congregationalist, 
another Cheistadelpbian and another Angli- 
cant and all four Jehovah’s Witness appli- 
cants were dismissed, apparently on the 
erounds that their statements contained 
spelling: mistakes. 

The remainder, including one man who 
had been in the Navy, and comprising a 
mixed bunch of people who just have an 
iden Ghat war is wrong, were Wsamissed or 
given non-combatant duties. 

A farm worker who said be could pot 
kill even a rat or a rabbit, was told by the 
chairman, dudge Drucquer, that as he had 
hover ahed blood, he should have the oppor- 


We himself, however, | tunity of secing: what would happen when 


Decision: name placed on 
military service register, 

Another achievement worth recordine is 
that of the Manchester Appellate Tribunal, 
which dismissed all ten appentsy at its ses- 
ston on Peh, 26. 


LONE C.O, 


poERse response to thé Nen-vialent Resis 

tance Group's leafleting of Labour Inx- 
changes Jast Saturday, T am tuld, was 
17-year-old caller at their address on Mon 
duy seeking infornmetion. : 

le bad registered as a conscientious ub- 
jector but knew practically nothing beyond 
the information given him by Labour Ex- 
thange officiats: that he must fill up a form 
with a statement for the tribunal. 

He thoueht it wrang to KH people. 

Is mother, fis only diving parent, was 
opposed to his being & CO; apart fram her, 
nobody lye knew about his views and he 
knew no one who shared then, 

The NVR leaflet was bis first contact 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


eve necessary that Eisenhower and 
Churchill should take the earliest. oppor- 
(unity of iecting Miadenkov. 


Teliing the truth 
WACKE NIEWS exists to proclaim 
the trath about the various 
uspects of the international situation 
so furas it can be ascertained, 
Nothing is) more important when far 
reaching: policies are built up on justifiable 
assuniplions, and propaganda, which in- 
fluences the attitude of thousands, is based 
upon bes. 


On more than one occasion Peace News 
has tried to expose such falsehoods, what 
ever their source may five been. 

It is offen emphasised that in our judy 
nent Chere ts ono basis for the assamption 
that the USSR contemplates a full-scale 
military aggression geatinst the West. and 
that a defence poliey based upon such an 
assumption is a dowble detusion. 

[U is either based on ao niistaken view of 
Russian intentions and is therefore wrone, 
or, even if the assumption can be justified, 
it does nut provide an adequate defence or 
answer to it. 


Now General Oniny Bradley, addressing 
members of the U, Conroess recently, 
evuve the tocal of Soviet forces under arias 
as 2h mithions, thus confirming: the figures 
viven by the Russian Government in a note 
to the British Government two years avo, 
when it was stated that the Russian armed 
forces were at the (930 level of 2,300,000 
men, 


, 


his should belp to dispose af the propa- 
panda in this countey whieh built ap the 
figures for Soviet furces (Yom £75 divisions 
(about 4 million) to 200 divisions and then 


to 215 divisions, until Mr. Shinwell pre- 
duced the figure of 1,600,000, of which 


3,200,000 were organised in 21S divisions. 
The present figure represents 12 per 1,000 
of the Seviet population. 

The armed af the USA, at 
3,600,000, represents 25 per 1,000 and the 
Boitish forces af 900,000, 20 per 1,000, 

Moveaver, whatever may be pleaded by 
way oof conmilments abroad, the Soviet 
(inion has the dirgest frontier of any 
country involved. 


Readiness for war 


Are the Western tatelligence services so 
ineflicient Chat they cunnot indicate the size 
of the Soviet forces with some aceuracy, 
ov do the designers of Western defence 
believe it necessacy for them te fave ude 
arms three Gintes as onmay amen ous the 
Soviel Union ty a dor lo feel safe? 

lemembering that mgny miliary strate 
vists reckon that it is necessary lo have 
ao to db supremacy to liunek an attack, 


forces 


notebook... 
with any person or 
CO outlook. 


Hie has been put in touch with the Cen- 
tral Board for Conseientious Objectors, 


FOR TORIES ONLY! 


with CO 
ACLIVIEIES 


any body shave the 


stores 
aloothe 


My notebook is) filled 
after laat  week-end's 
Labour Exchanges. 


Philip Sued, who orpunised the survey 
reparted elsewhere in Peace News, tals me 
that there were soo startling answers to 
the question © Who can apply to be a CO 
va this country?” 

Three gems weres " Omy a 
tive": "Only an MPU "Only foreigners. 


CHIEFS AND THE QUEEN 


Noa statement just issued by Christian 

Action Fellowship, it is regretted that 
the Nyasaland chiels were nol permitted 
to see the Queen as they desired, when 
they were in this eountry. The stutement 
remarks: 

“They had wreat trouble on their niineds 
and souls and it would have miade a ereat 
impression on these simple people if in this 
Coronation year this could have been done,” 

I should dike to ack my word of regret 
on this matter. he statement of the Chris- 
tian Action Fellowship takes it for granted 
that this was a question decided by the 
Minister, but | feel that this was a matter 
upon which the Qyeen herself was fully 


entitled to express a view, and that if she | mentioned. 


could have seen these men it would have 
contuibuted to the making of race relation- 
ships a little less unhappy. 


COLD HOSTILITY 


I do not, of course, mean, that the Queen 
should have in any way tried toa interveng 
in regard to the policy to be pursued, and 
upon which the Chiefs had come ta this 
country, There is, however, no reason why 
she should not have met thein with fa 
friendly statement which would have put 
to then the constitutional position in the 
matter. 

As it is, the Chiefs have taken away 
with them an impression of friendly sym- 
pathy umony the people they encountered 
and of cofd hostility at the level of political 


administration, Peacemaker 


) ment gave the Senator the opportuntly . 


, the UN had achieved their purpase in 


Conservir | 


‘ 
” 


oiler of the Eighth Army in Korea, Gent 


| CONOMIC action has been take 


is it any wonder that the Sovtet Une 
feels itself to be threatened by whi! 
West regards as necessary defence! 

Nevertheless an efficient, well-equel 
wrny of 24 million, plus an air foree wel 
is probably numerically the strongest 4 
the world, is no more judicative of pei 
purposes than those of the Kuropeat® 
rence Community. 

All goverpments are pursuing the @ 
basie policy. ‘Phe existence of such ™ 
armies indicates the readiness of all Bi. 
to war if the need arises. | 

None of them are prepared Le rence 
the method of violence, and that 18 4 
from time to time the propaganda Fy 
comes from members of the World 
Council, reflecting as it so largely ©) 
Soviet policy, castipates pacifists aad &- 
cises pacifism) in no unvertiin terms. 

If we want to expose the myth about’ 
size of the Russian armed forces and 
the sassumplion that Russia is able; 
anxious to attack the West, we mut & 
vive the lie both to those who exploit P& 
for their own political purposes, and 2° 
whole basic fallacy that defence lies tl 
maments, that violence can secure any @? 
structive end, and that anything [es# 
puetfism constructively iapolicd can? 
aun alternative for the present poll¢l | 
lead to a world of peace and prosper! 

UN Security Council 

4, 

SPECIAL meeting — of IF 

Seeurity Council has 

called to discuss the question 0! 

successor to Mr. Tryyve Lie aa ™ 

retary General of the — Unll 
Nations. 

Mr. Lester Pearson of Canada, who 
known to be willing fo accept the pos! 
offered it, would seem to be the slr 
candidate, though the United States 2. 
nol committed themselves to his supPe 
and he is not likely. to win che app’ 
of the Eastern bloc. 


bt 
‘ 
+ 
© 


fl 


fe 


On the other hand, Mr. Entezant wil 
probably be acceptable {to the Mid 
Kastern) bloc and perhaps to the 8% 


Union, bat is anlikely to commend ©) 
seH to the Western bloc, «i 
General Romulo’s (Philippines) 
didature is hardly taken seriously, @s? 
by himself. 

Ht may well be that a compromise 
didate may appear as a solution to a lee 


lock, in which case the name of 
Pandit of [ndia,is of considerable intel, 
She may yet appear as the most [ee 


future Seeretary General. rT 

I} was noteworthy that after ‘i 
Vyshinsky had spoken about Stalin in # 
political committee he thanked the chlee 
man, Dr. Muniz, but publicly refused © 
handshake offered by Mr, Trygyve Lie: 


Korea in cold storage 


ALTHOUGH the death of sat 
and the subsequent change 
the status of Mr. Vyshinsky free 
Foreign Minister to the Permanent | 
resentative of the USSR at UN, was belt 
to affect the debates on Karea in the ho 
tical Committee, it is doubtful whethel 
any case any further decisions would M 
heen taken, ai 

My. Vysbindy’s reply to Senator poilt 
threw no fresh light on the situation, 4, 


though his admission that under if 
Mutual treaty the USSR was supply 


strategic material toothe Peking Lovell, 


have another dig at Russia, the taets We 
wall known previously, f 

But there, was a very iinporiant spe 
of the debate which anderiay nearly 
the speaking in the Political ¢ smitty 
No one supyrested any further mave in Ye 
war. Many, indeed, pressed the fact yu 

ye 

ing the ageression, and it was now . 
to vive more attention ty plang for unl 
ine quit rehabilitating Korea, ‘a 

This, by impliention at least, shows 
that there was no support for any exBe 


x € J K iJ 
sion of the conthel, and, tudesd, the om 


4 


resolution belure the cammittee was a 
ta approve the report on rehabilital, 
Rritain’s representative, Str Glad¥?. 


Jobb. mentioned the necd of rencemberl’ 
that there were proposals to end the 6 
flick and expressed the hope that the 
might vel attain their object. ¥ 
In the meantine, the retiring comm} 
Van Fleel, has expeessed the view thal ut 
deadlock could be broken by aw success 
offensive, iif! 
General Bradley, while ayreeing Wie 
this militury judgement, has been at pal 
to state that such an offensive would, 4) 
volve decisions outside the military ne 


i 

i 
It is, therefore, to be hoped that the ait 
vailing atmosphere in the Politieal © 
mittee will discourage the wenerals fre, 
sxecking to get UN support for any af MK 
suggested plans Biel the geneh 


; io! 

AVL of Cheam would invelve an exten 
of present Jaehivities and some of suet 
would certiinly risk a third world wal) 


Blockade of China 


. . . rE 
against China by the announ 
ment from Washington that all ah 
taking American-finaneed cungoes ie 
eB ‘ 
Formosa would be banned from ‘ 
ting into ports on the Chinese me 
land for return cargoes. pat 
 Phis dogs not affeet U,8, shipminks apt 
in ainied at British and Scandinaviat “4d 
which offen carry mutual aid cargee} ya 


Formosa, and piek up other earoed ! 
(Continued on pane six) 
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CONSCRIPTION AND 


By Lieut-Colonel 
N. READ COLLINS 


threatened by what if 
ACCOSSATY defence | 
no efficient, well-eque 
a, plus aa air foree Wk) 
crically the strongest 


ma hl 5 ‘ e 
T ecould not have been foreseen in 

( 2 ‘s a 
BI048, when conseription was in 
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» Lose who exploit 


ical purposes, and ‘e 
ethat defence [es m4 


ence can secure any Oo 


largely © 


it 
uble ’ 


the West, we must 
pew 


that anything fess “a 
ively capedied ciel, ait 
rothe present policy 7 


peace and prosperil! 
rity Council 


of 


has 


© meeting 
Council 


of the 


son of Canada, whit 
ew to aeeept the post 


cht tu be the stron 
the United States ht 
mselves to his supe 
fy lo win’ che app? 


C, 

ud, Mo. Hntezan wey 
ytoble to the Mite 
perhaps ta the Soe 


kely to commend ! 
n bloc. 

‘s (Philippines) 
taken seriously, 


hat a compromise it 
ts 2 solittion to a del 
name of 
WY consderatle jeer 


wo othe 


Qos Jin 
sneral. 
‘thy that oatter 4 
en about Statin in & 


the most 


(h 
her 
s the question ol 


Trveve Lie 8 eh 
Ume 


he 


cil 
exe fF 


he thanked the chil: 


4t publicly refused 
y My, Pryeve Lie. 
rold storage 
the death of wt 
gsequent change’, 


re Vyshiusky ft 


» the Permanence i 


SSE at UN, vas boll 
bon Kore Gy the Pe 


is doubtiul whet het 


r decisions would bl 


‘ 
ply to Seuator jolt 


(on the situation, & 
don that under 
USSR was supp 


othe Peking tiavel 


tor the oppartuniy 


Russia, the taets we 


ly, 


VOry hilporiiant rea 
: 


nee ly ‘4 
> Political © onrpnttily 


» oundertay 


y further move 


pressed the fact Ue 


their purpose int 


and if Was now He 


on to plans for woe 


gy Korea. 
On Wt tests, 
Upport for any 


& camiiltee wis ve 
ort an relabilivatl 
tative, Sir 
vosals to end che ef 
the hope that 
iy object. 

my ta Korea, Gene 
roken by a success! 
while apreeing 


ait, has been at p? 
n offensive 


nh the 


vhich =the = ene! 
i? 
involve an extunhy 


and some of in : 
aw othind world wat) 


of China 


ion has been tbl 
a by the annou, 
igton that alls wi 
Inaneed canoe? 4, 
banned from Ve 


the Chinese me 
reoes. 
et U8, 
tl Scandinagigtt 


ye 


snow 
axtll 
and, Sneed, the Om 
q 

i 
Glade 
need of rentembere’ 
hee 
the retiring: cot 
pt 
ssed the view that ye 
wit? 
ir 
Ct, woul ¥ 
dle the military es 
be hoped that ve Ph 
Politieal Se 
ro) the wenerals Ine 
apport for any oa 4 


ae 
wbiiprlitite oe 
at 


| 


it 


Witval aid cargees yay 


poother cargoes tt 
rm opitne six) 


t 
| 


troduced, that compulsory military 
Crainings would create: more problems 
than it solved. 


et could, nol have teen foretald that 
mus ering would reach a new peak in 
Olenee, and that conseriplion would be wn- 
mistakeably dinked with the cosh. 

When 


Feivin. gl tiliomgut discussed eompulsary 
a Wa tase In favour arecued the need for 
oe hou reserve Lo resist aggression, while 
Bonde jeide denouneed if on moral 
is a pee Poday we find that conscription 
aa pet tis: Computilor for manpower with 
ee industries and agriculture, and 
| ome Clearly a need to free up to this 
anit other problems, 
, 
a peere are two sides to 
Manet’ the effect that the 
ue power inte the 
‘aE and 
MCL pa 


Conserv ep lan, 
siphoning of 
he Army has upon our in- 
ayrieulture, and there ja its 
much hy; social relationships. 9 Since 
mie 4s already been argued Upon econo 
yo And political grounds, Jet us first sce 
8 the effect upon the voungster him- 


' 
app lose who favour compulsory service 
serint net niilitary training enables a con- 
hath to see j 
MCOME 
"Ith ath 
tn, 


and 4] Onseripts sity about their Server 

y MC Value of their training, nor do the 

ef Tools suggest that conscription is 

ed lasting, benefit to the individnal ar 
conomunity, 


den No Conscription Council recently 
ote ted Wn investigation inte the social 
of 8 Of conseription, Some 6,000 boys 
OF eg 


AKCYiplion ape recorded their personal 
; The survey revealed that the 
f conseription has an unsettling 
They find it difficult 
job because of their impend- 
If they lose theiy jobs before 
the services, there is a tendency 
ta accept unemployment without 
to look for other work. They 
P feelings of insecurity and become 
nr to aceept responsibility in feisure 
Pro as in other activities. ; 
hetye Qtion Officers report a connection 
Cen Juvenile delinqueney and conserip- 
tommy it t is nol uncommon for youths to 
that 4 offenees deliberately in the hope 
Aig ty will be sent to Borstal and thus 
an d rmy service, Many boys develop 
drip OUldn’t-care-less ” attitude fo life, and 


Pe yy. 
ee taet 0 


1 


Wy 


Yon, 


nd towards the pin-tables, dance halbs 
Rae dogs, P 

loge’ What about the girls the youths 

Une hehind? They, just as much as the 


fy Sex, suffer from artificial separation 
In formal boy-girl companionships, 
liane Areas where American troops are sli- 
Kindy there arises a problem of your 
Who Seeking the companionship of Gls. 
times experience and way of Jife same- 
abl feads these youngsters into undesir 
tne Of even eriminal relationships. Those 
Who avoid pitfalls of this kind are 
isrusted to receive letters from boy- 
"8 overseas bragging of drunkenness 
the the aecessibility of Jocal women, and 
orping of Army property, 


ligt No Conseription Council bas pub- 
Kerjnn an extract of a repart from a con- 
hoyh’ from no good Chureh of England 


“who writes: 
te iseipline iss now enforced by the 
tary authorities, and when if is Laken 


el 


‘MALL CHANGE = 
BIG BUSINESS 


A READER has sent ¢t with the follow. 

any th B exphination;s “to have saved itt by 

1 oe by all small change under 6d. when 

home i oul omy purse after weebly 
Ons.” 


if} 'y Tending that, | emptied my pockets 
MG, @r accumulated bullion anit found, 
Neth other coins of higher value, two 


I , 
Di i beany bils, three pennies and ane half- 
Weds total Od. Assuming this te be an 
irq ee of what f yet home with after an 


tha ary day's struggle for existence, | find | 


a the put that amount by every week, 
lye ee end of the year, | should have £2 1s, 
the PN und, 


dics Urther exere se of arithmetical prowess 


Tengeees the fact that if onty half our 
“houty” put that sum by every year, we 
Ww de receive £10,000. 

‘pai ne? Can't be. Let's work if out 


Vive yc - Yes, Le was right the first time. 
ley® thousand readers at £2 each equals 
Ty tousand pounds. Ten th— Excuse me. 
yet Ro and lie dewn for a moment . 
N nj Momentary weakness has passed. It 
ny SE unusual for people ta he overcome 
Hoel lne at the sight of some abnormal 
Way, Nation. bo onge heard of a strang 
Mi, Who fainted at the sight af Niagara 


be said, of course, that most 
ave other claims upon their small 
Tt may also be that ¢hy pacifint 
cint includes many people whose 
pt assets consist af nothing hut sinall 
Se Very well then, let us make it 
tt the xmall change of half our 
Hage Even £5,000 would save our haven. 
“4, Eo mean our nufineat fritiers. 


vo 
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eT Eee J ROOTHROYE, 
Pig) Putions winte Feb, 27: £18 da Td. 
by for 1553; sR Bs, dd. 
bo 'fay 

ite 9, Make chequea, «tc, payable to 
= aigire, Ltd., and aaddrens them to 
Bloat ain, Treaaurer, Peace Nets, 


tock Poaad, NA. 


Necretary of the No Consertitoat Cowen 
away the tendeney is towards a complete 
demal oof any discipline, The proof of 
Tuis is the wide spread drunkenness an 
the sexuah amaniorabity which seems te 
be practiced for its own sake qainone 
serviccnien when they cre olf daty.” 
The most common grouse the returned 

soldier has ais that his tune has been 

wasted. ‘This is not only the opinion of 
the youngeler: themselves, but of a) proud 
many personpel oianayrers in our faetaries, 

Kmplovers complain that the conseripts 
who return te their old employment are of 
ten uninterested, with their whole outlouk 
on life unsettled. ft has been said by more 


than one thay the returned cansermpl ex 
peets to be paid ‘Trade Union rates fur 
doine as ditthe as he did in the Ariny, 


Acwronp af doctors who recently made a 
study af 660 average families in London, 
reported that conscripts return home allen 
in oa discontented and sometimes restless 
slate. ‘Phe doctors recoenised the preat 
danger oof long separation from vornal 
hoy-rivd friendships, with the result that 
when the conscript pets back, he often ma 
ries in haste and marries the wrong: girl, 

We have to realise that British Army 
training js concerned first aid foremos! 
With the serious business of war. The 
Army's function is not to train youngsters 
to become scholars or of any special use 
to civit industry, but to enable them to set 
the sights of a yum correctly, to drive a 
tank without bowring i, and to kill the 


oa on ha @ I 

Di tiithariiit 

AM sure IT speak for many who, 

like myself, have been identified 
with the peace movement for many 
years and have taken a prominent 
part in its aetivities, and who are 
greatly perturbed by the articles 
written by Miss Sybil Morrison and 
Mr. Frank Dawtry in Peace News 
with reference to the Bentley case 
and to the question of erime and 
punishment in general, 


Why do people who passionately repu: 
diate the methods of war--this is, the use 
of ruthlessness and violence between 
nations -eontrive to leave the impression 
that they candoune ruthlessness and violence 
inside the State? 

Why doe they appear to champion the 
ergel aid pitiless cosh-boys, ganmen and 
faunesters whose alm and object ins life 
is to allack, rob and injure defenceless 
people? 

Searcely a day passes without the per- 
petration of same dastardly outrage on 
old Jadies and youn: pitls, on shopkeepers, 
bankers, and other members of the eam- 
munity. Yet we flnd Miss Morrison making 
exeuses for dads ike Bentley and presuim 


by the Rev. Dr. 
HECTOR MACPHERSON 


ably his accomplice—who, by the way, 
were not the products of shanwlen but of 
Middle-eclass suburbia! 

The faer that ino war the moat abomin- 
thle atrocities are commited by the arder 
of the bellyrerent povermnents is no excuse 
for the uymed violence which lod up fo the 
murder hy Craig and Bentley of a police 
officer in discharge of his duty, or of many 
other simila cruel and brata) outrages. 


Itois au strange paradox that those who 
are revolted at the atrocities af war are 
not likewise revolted at) the doings of 
sadistic young thugs who rob, assanlt 
and murder without pity, and that their 
ayaipaihies appear ta be with these eriun- 
nals amd thelr parenty rather than with 
the vielima of their cruelty. 


I tha not want wo be porsanal, but | 
wonder what the reaction of Miss Morrison 
and My, Duawtry would be if semeoane near 
nnd dear to them were brutally attacked, 
injured, or even done to death in the streets 
oy in their own homes, 


To should like to see eapital punishment 
abolished, but. only if there were an ade- 
late alternative: at present there is none, 

am not fully conversanY with the English 
practice, but Tam probably right in saying 
if does not prently differ from the pra- 
cedure in Scotland, where a murderer, 
whose sentence is commuted to life im- 
pPrsonment is automatically released after 
fifteen or at most, twenty-five years in jail. 


_ df, as most paychiatrista maintain, there 
is something abnormal about the murderer, 
the risk of letting sueh men, in their for- 
ties, loose again on society is very great. 
Most murderers are young men in their 
twenties, [ am all in favour of the aboll- 
tion of hanging provided the murderer is 
kept in eustody for life. ; 
_ | have no great opinion of the Hame 
Secretary but ( feel he is being very un- 
justly criticised and abused in regard to 
this ense. A great deal more than the life 
of Bentley was invelved. Bis 
A popular agitation was fomented, dic- 
tated by maudlin sentimentality, and Bent- 
ley’s father, friends and ayprpathisers had 
reached the stage of appearing to defend 
his part in the crime. Had Sir Davia Max- 


well Fyfe at the eleventh hour yielded: io 


enemy. ‘The dietuni cs Pn pene we Crain 
for war, atid: tno war we Grate for a part 
cular operation. 

Shorteee aF manpower in indtistry niusd 
of course tieanoa shortage of HN power bn 

whl oaetivities; local  footbalk  elabs 
throushout the countey complain of ditli- 
eolty in tlelding a single serateh side; any 
cyelie aid vote faroners? clubs either 


abandon their aetivities or close them daw | 


on the “cae cod nigintendaee 2! basis, 


Ao few Weeks ce 
School Uhioson, which enibraces cll qenomn- 
nations of the Church. reported coneern at 
the diicully of wetting young men to take 
on responsibilities privy fo eallup. Phe 
unsettled: atmosphere of the veyear-alds 
affects the outlook of the to-eyes-alds, who 


subscqdently take thea place ta the Sunday | 


School Onee they leave for the Army, 


these yeoutur men generally do mot return | o« Aude 
without a formidable enemy! 


to the schools, thus offsetting reeent  in- 
creases dy Sthidiay Sehaal tipures, 

There is one idea stl current antone 
the batheluiy Cofonels that an seen the 
world the comsvrtpt is dap atuebossader ol 
woodwill qd ef aur way af dfe. Phe sven 
ame conseript is ducky inde, if when over- 
seis, bis suctal dife extends lreyond the 
walls of the Naafi and a surreptitious trip 
to the Joeal brothel. 

Army rezulations ire sueh as to prevent 
aoman establishing frtendships with leeal 
people, particularly when they are coloured, 
and particularly when the very peonle 
Whom the yotne saldier is sent ta protect, 
reeard him the avent oof a forever 
power. Ainbassadors of goodwill do nat. 
carry diand grenades ja thei poekers. 

Many people now realise Ghat couserip: 


us 


Punishment: A protest — 


all this pressure, he would, as someone dias 
rightly satd, have switehed an the “green 
tieht " for all the thues dud cash-hoys in 
(his island and let it be known that ita 
Ind ois) youne enoaeh and ilterate and 
weedy opourh (fo quote Myr, Dawtry’s des: 


cyiption of Crate and Bentleyy then he 
will receive lenient treatment, 
Wo this thugpery is nat brought to an 


chd, whe knows to what proportions 1 may 
reach? And if some politician were to 
canalise it for political ends, what then of 
(he future? 

My criticism: of certain paesfists such as 


em und a rejoinder 


PODENTLEY and Crate, Giffard an 
the Corporal Punishment Bill 
have charged the atmosphere of this 
country with rather too much enu- 
tion recently, when matters relating 
to crime have been diseussad, 
1oagree with Dr. Macpherson that te 
speaks for many who shave his awn mia- 
Understanding, when he niakes the all-too 
comnmion assumption thar these wha try to 
see crime unemotionally are giving syin- 
pathy to evininals and not to their victims, 

IL does pot seem to ime, however, that 
anything Sybi} Morrison or 1 have said 
in Pence News of elsewhere can justify 
that assumption, 

All To said was that people stiould net 
proteat apainst the execution af Bentley 
unless thoy were protesting ngainst the use 
of the death penalty altogether; and that 
with the law as it i it was manifestly un 
faiy to attack the Hame Secretary. 

This is very different fram the supeicastion 
Dr. Macpherson makes or iniplies that we 


Auppurted ainy erilieiama of the Tame 
Secretary, 
Flogging ineffective 

Nar did my cammont imply synipathy 


with the eviminals--ta say Chat they are 
prodvets af the awe igs auerely to assert 
that none of us can wash aur hinds af 
responsibility, Tf such youny men are 
produced we eannae think the situation is 
met siniply by condemning thenb we must 
ask why they are produced, 

Wa amdt also remember that however 
obnoxiui may be the comluct we condenia 
(nm rightly condemn) they are human 
beings with potentialities for goad aa well 
as for evil Violent punishment will net 
cure fhem, and exeentinn will nat save 
them, 

To say al this, hawevar, ia nat to forget 
the vietims. \Winat we reformers: persist- 
ently assert and prove. alu history or. 
from the experi¢ness of ather countries, is 


that death and whipping and abhorrence | 


which abviously do nothing for the victim 
of a crime alyeady committed, do not pre- 
vent further crime and the 
suffering of further victims, 
Over the yenrs the flogged criminal has 
more: often. returned ja erime, and te 
violence, than has the eriminal whos though 
committing the same aryynal offenee, was 
not flogwed. Over the years. murder has 
not heen reducad hy the death -pengity, 
though it has arraneely snouth declined 
in. countries which fh 
penalt 


Dr. Ui coohutean asems to rule ont hurosan 


redemption, but Lam sure he dods nat mean: 
He ignores al] the effects of road” 
influence when he so aqutlously admits thar | 
the death penalty caukl be removed only if. 
imprigonment for Jife is. subatituted, To. 
think that 4 murderer, wha in usually a i 


ta dasa, 


first offender, cannot by (raining, education: 
and treatment be halped ta became 9 ood: 


the National Siaiday | 


consequent 


bear an 
ok ha 
evime jis a human problem. 


ave abolished that — 


to 


of a Quaker Indy), and they took hini 


‘tinge t6 seek al 


MARCHE £3, 


1945, PEACE NEWS---3 


lf Russia disarmed 


pe diftculty, te my mind, Hey in the 
leet that advanced and highly priv 
ductive econondes have xo fur faund ve 


jeans of securtng full Onployment except 


buy building war machines. They ave the 
modern * pyramids’ ft ix patent that af 
tomorrow mornvmy the Soviets announced 


that they were withdrawing tafluence frovi 
satellite countries, and urying their (OREPH- 
ments to throw the countries wide open te 
internal political contests and external en 
trance; if, further, the USSH annonneed 
that it intended totally to disarm, and in 
vited delegations fram UN state: te 
pinth them and see the scrapping procese~— 
there would be an economic erials of un- 
examipled niagnitiale in the USA. The 
most cosmic joke would be «a nation stand: 
ing rigid ik armour that it did not knew 
how to vemove, with na place to gol 

I think the argument would work both 
MYys fmagove the embarrassntent af the 
USSR i they suddenty found themselves 
llow could a 
theology like the Communist, based on the 
notion ef unremitting struggle, survive? 


CVE Y 


Dorothy Thompson, quated by 


Johny  Swomley in Mellowship 
(USA). 
tion is an unmitivated curse for a young 
man. ‘The question then arises: must. we 
force the conseript to continue with this 


burden out of fear of Russian intentions? 


Or is it, as in the case of the Mau. Mau 
crisis in, Africa, that we -Jong blind aur 
selves ta economie trends and then in the 


panic of a erisis seek solutions in military 
force. The conseript is then put inte the 
field to pull political chestnuts out of the 
fre, ; 


your correspondents is that they are deing 
the peace Movement no good but great harm 
in appearing, contrary to all thety ow 
principles, to eondone, excuse and BupPpart 
those who deliberately plan and carry out. 
crimes of violence. 

1 well know that they do not da ga in 
thely hearts: but ax they have no constrae 
tive policy for dealing with thease young’ 
men who fre out to rob and plunder and - 
murdey their fellow-citisens, they eannet 
be surprised if other pacitists are concerned 
lest thelr attitude on this question weaken 
our movement for international peace, 


eltizen is about equal to adovitting thet! 
hecause we are born with orj@imals sin 
there is no hope for any of us, pee 
Many murderers have made tine citizens 
here after serving only a few yeats in 
prison; in many other countries, with na&- 
enpital punishment, it is taken for granted 
that they will do so and such ‘an assurp< 
tion ia amply justified, Murderers in Bele. 
gium ave making toys for iudergartens, and 
containers for food jn the tropics; murderers 
in Switzerland are reclaiming and farming 
land In open conditions; murderers in, 
Scandinavia are gone ant dyily > from: 
prison ia work for local employers; murs 
devers in this country sre also doing ¢on- 
structive work jn same places. a 
If Dy, Macpherson nieets a sinner, ft hag 
(and know) he will tiy to help Hinks ore 
is A litte unkind to sug@est Mat we ar 


hy FRANK DAWTRY 


loss worthy in our amotives and th 
might change our view if we ov aus 
tives were the victims of attack, lal 
During the campaign for the awholitian 
ofthe death penalty the sister of acm 
dered man Jent help with ao urgent appe 
try ta atep- the executian _ 0! 
murderer; in another ease the mother 
murdered man headed the sipnatwe of a 
petition for the reprieve of the munde 
in yel another, complete roconeifiatly hb 
tween the ynarderer and the family of 
victim was effected (bv wonderful infue 


into thely family en hia veturn from prise 
Tonly hope 1 could be as noble af pub 
the test, Aiea 
The HATeeaston that one cannot open 
paper without reading of violent ro 
depends entirely on which paper one read: 
In fact, sich crimes have declined in nd 
bey, as the Home Seeretary has repantes 


a 
ay 


be ‘the end of th 
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MEN AGAINST 
THE MILITARY 


Press was sympathetic 


| ~ RUGRAVATED desertion” was che 

# charge reeently brought against 
Mautio Barbani, 24-year-old latian War 
| tesister. 


Two years ago, al the Prainting: Depot in 
Palermo, Mario Barbar: stepped out of the 
ranks ata military paride, and Laid down 
his rithe at the feet of the Chef of the 
General Stalf. For this he served a year’s 
prison sentence, 

On release, he was again called up but 


did) nol respond. After being arrested, 
questioned and released on several 
wenrsions, he was finally charged before the 
lHistrict Military Court oof Milan on 


January 27, 

The Prosecutor demanded that he should 
he sentenved to the full term of ane year’s 
imprisonment. However, he was sentenced 
to only 6 months and 10 days imprisonment, 

It is reported that the trial was conducted 
in an atmosphere af sympathy and well 
covered by the press. 


His family must go 


AT the Military Court in Nazareth, a 
**® young orthodox Jew declared that the 
Sermon on the Mount was for him the Hyht 
and guide in life, 

Ne was called up for military. service 
but refused to participale in (raining. 


Afier waiting for two years for an ans- 
wer to his application to be exempled from 
military duties, he foreed the issue by 
writings a statement of fis principles in his 
army booklet. Now he is being tried for 
alteration of annoy documents.” 

While waiting for his case to come up, 

' be was informed by members of the com- 
runal settlement in which he lives, that 
he and bis family of three must leave the 

) setilement if te will not change his stand. 

For refusing lo serve in the army, 

Miehacl Baruch fricdimann, 2c member of 

‘ ® communal settlement near Uaifa, has 

heen in prison since December, 1962. Not 

even his wife (who pave birth to oa child 

two days before his arrest) is allowed to 

| know where he-is hell, or toa visit) him 
before the trial. 


» | am happy 


I UGONT GIORDANO, who was ina 
4 jnilitary prison at Taranto, Ttaly, at 
Christmas time for yvefusing military ser- 
vice, has now been released. 
tn a letter to the Central Board for 
Conscientious Oljectors, he thanks the 
many people wha wrote to him while he 
wis in prison, and Lo whom he eannot reply 
r/ because of his evitleal financial condition. 
He expects to wo to prison again very 
shortly, but he writes: “Jo am happy that 
60 anany people are coming ta be united 
by the thought that the day will come when 
there will be universal peace.” 


* Ly * 
} Aven while on bail, pending his trial for 
refusing Lo report for induction into the 
ial army, Ray Arvin continued to wark for 
ti the American Central Committee for 


Conselentious Objectors. At the trial, 
on January 23rd, he wis sentenced to one 
year and one day's imprisonment, 
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ONE-WOMAN CAMPAIGN HITS HEADLINES IN CALIFORNIA 


‘Peace Pilgrim’ is walking 


3,000 miles 


err 


across USA 


STOP THE WAR IN KOREA’ 


YOUNG American woman is walking 3,000 miles across the USA 
carrying a peace message to every town and village through which 


she passes. 

Preferring to) remain anonymous, she 
has called herself “ Peace Pilgrim” because 
she leels it imperative that the journey be 
na movement of the spirit of peace across 
the USA. 

Yn additioin to handing out copies of her 
peace message she is distributing three 
petition fornts, 

One calls for an immediate stopping of 
the war in Korea, another for the establish- 
ment of a Peace Department of the U.S, 
Government, with a Seeretary of Peace 
who accepts the belief that evil musi he 
overcome with pood, falsehood with truth, 
and hatred with love, 

The third petition form, addressed to the 
Nations and world leaders asks 
them to free (he peoples of the world from 


| the “erushing burden of armanicnts,” 


“T shall spend some time mm each large 
eentre of population,’ Peace Pilgrim writes 
to Peace News, © Tt may take mea year ta 
cross Lhe country, 


On Radio and TV 


“My whole job now is walking and talk- 
ing with people about the way to peace. 
In undertaking this pilerimage | do not 
think of myself as an individual, but 
vather as an embodiment of all human 


| hearts that are pleading for peace. 


“What happened to me in Los Angeles 
and Uollywood was almost miraculous. All 
channels of communication were opened to 
me and my littl: peace message. I spent 
hours being interviewed by newspaper re- 
porters and being photographed by news~ 
jitper photographers, 

“My story (even my picture) went out 
over Associnted Press, United Press, In- 
ternational News Service. Besides doing 
two live television programmes, | spent 
hours recording for radis, television, news- 
reels, and it went out over national hook- 
ups of radio and television. 

Newspapers adl along the line from Los 
Angeles to San Diero were interested. In 
San Diego LT did one television programme 
and four yadio programimes--and that in 
dudes all the stations that use live talent. 

“To spoke at a high school to an enthu- 
siustic audience, The head of the San Diego 


For peaceful 


intervention only 


& STATEMENT on the United Nations 
*  Oryanisation was recently adopted by 
the National Council of the American Ifel- 
lowship of Reconciliation. 

Tho AFoR refer w the way in which. in 
problems of peace and war, disarmament 
ete, UNO is hainpered by the power ¢on- 
fice between Russia and the USA 

As a result, the chief rele af the Security 
Council and Assembly is now lo serve as a 
platform on which issues can be aired and 
where the smaller nations have an oppor- 


4 


tunity toa make their positions known, and | 


ut times to eause some modifications in 
policy decisions. 

Such a platform, the APoR believes, is 
of value, on the principle that as long as 
people are talking to each other, they are 
not shooting each other, 

The statement goes on to deplere the in- 
creasing tendency of the US and other 
Western nations to look to NATO and ximi- 
Jar revional military alliances for “% seeur- 
ity,” thus compelling the UN to play : 
secondary role-—-a tendency which, it says, 
is paralleled in the Soviet bloc. 

It points out that the military interven- 
lion in Kovea “has not strengthened the 
UN for the vole of peacemaker which it 
intended to fulfil’? and quotes the be- 


wus : 
lie! of many delegates that instead _of 
further experimen’s in military action, 
‘UN should be kept in reserve to help 


settle conflicts (peaceful and not mibtary 
intervention), or, if the worst happens to 
make peace after another war’ 


SCREAMS OF HARE TURNED 
SOLDIER AGAINST KILLING 


FANE story of a man who developed a re- 

vulsion against shooting was told at a 
York court-martial reeently. 
Taylor, of Wakefield, a National Serviece- 
man with the Kine’s Qwn Yorkshire Light 
Infantry pleaded gailty to deserting after 
being warned for overseas service. 

It was stated that Taylor had lived all 
his fife in a villure and one of his hobbies 
used to be shoofing. One day he shat at 
and wounded a hare, which screamed like 
a ehild. This left him with a Jasting re- 
vulsion apainst shooling, He had not done 
any shooting: since. 

When he was cxlled up into the infantry, 
Taylor realised that he would be unable to 
face the idea of shooting men. He had pever 
mentioned this to anyone as he was afraid 
of heing regarded as a eiss'e. So he went 
absent with a friend and took to the road 
unlil his money was exhanated. Ile gave 
himeelf! up to the civil authorities nineteen 
days later, it was alleged. 

Taylor, who was stated ta have completed 
seven months of his service, was senteneed, 
subject te confirmation, ta one year’a de- 
tention, 


George | 


Her message... 
Y friends, the world situation is yrave. 


Hlumanity, with fearful, faltering steps, 
between 


M 


wilks a hknife-edge Y abysmal 
chaos and a new renaissance, while 
strong forces push toward chaos. Unless 


we, the people of the world, awake from 
our lethargy and push firmly and quickly 
away from chaos, all that we cherish will 
be destroyed in the holocaust which will 
deseend. 

This is the way to peace: Overcome evil 
with wood, and falsehood with truth, and 
hatred with love. The Golden Rale 
would de as well. Please don’t say 
lightly that these are just religious con- 
cepts and not practical, ‘These are laws 
governing human conduct, which apply 
as rigidly as the law of pravity. When 
we disregard these laws in any walk of 
life, chaos results. Through obedience 
to these laws this frightened, war-weary 
world of ours could enter into a period 
of peace and richness of life beyond our 
fondest dreams. 


Council of Churches approved my message 
and my three petitions, and they are being 
widely circulated in the churches. 

“At Tijuana, Mexico, just neross the 
horder, } was received by the Mayor, and 


he gave me a message to carry to the 
Mayor of New York City. I shall also 


carry a mesige from the California Indians 
to the Arizona Indians, 
“T shall go east on highway 80 through 


Phoenix and Tueson, Arizona, and after 
hitting Dallas, Texas, I shall cut up 


through Kansas City, St, Louis, Chicago, 
Detroit, then down to Washington, D.C, 
then on to New York City. This is not a 
very direct way across. However, my ob- 
ject is not to make fast time, but to con- 
tact a lot of people. 

“Tn order to remain an impersonal in- 
strument, | have undertaken a very stern 
personal discipline. t shall walk until Lam 
given shelter, and fast until | am given 
food, using money given me to spread my 
mlessape.” 

Peace Pilgrim is a voluntary worker for 
the American section of the Women’s In- 
ternational League for Peace and Freedom, 
founded in 1915 in an attempt to secure 
negoliations between the belligerents in 
World War 1. 


Steve: | want vou to meet Mildred. This 
suninier she walked the entire length of 
the two thousand fifty mile long Appala- 
chian ‘Prail, and she is the first woman 
to have accomplished this feat. In ease 
you dowt know, the Appalachian Trail 
is a rugged wilderness footpath which 
follows the Appalachian mountain range 
from Maine to Georgia. Well, Mildred, 
Was it an enjoyable experience or was it 
i trying experience? 

Peaee Pilgrim: Oh, it was a very enjoyable, 
edueational and a very inspirational ex- 
perience, IT don’t mean there were no 
hardships. ‘Phere were some, of course. 
Rut they were just a part of the whole 
wonderful experience, and it wouldn't 
have been as wonderful without them. 


Steve: You spoke of it being an educational 
experience. In what way would you con- 
sider jt educational? 

Peace Pilgrim: In many ways, Sleve, but 
let ime mention one thing that I think is 
important, Lite on the trail, whieh is 
not insulated from nature as life in the 
city is, tends to make you realise what 
the actual essentials of physical well- 
beings are--such ag warmth when you are 
cold, a dey spot on au rainy day, the sim- 
plest food when you are hungry. Since 
you carry your food, sleepine equipment, 
and so forth, on your back, you learn 
very quickly that unnecessary possessions 
ace unnecessary burdens. This is a les- 
son that | hope all hikers will carry 
home with them, because jt is true in 
every-day life as well as on the trail, 
that material possessions much jn excess 
of need tend to beeame burdens. 

Steve: Mildred, you mentioned in one of 
your letters that, sinee you live in volun- 
tary peverty, you make your contribu- 
tion Lo society in service. | was wonder- 
ing how all the varied knowledge which 
you wained this summer could be used 
to serve society. 

Peace Pilgrim: Well, Steve, | don’t want to 
sound like a pessimist —because [I'm really 
an oplimist-— hut the peoples of the world 
are devoting thelr time and their trea- 
sure to the manufacture of weapons of 
destruction—‘“ a million fiendish thines 
they have invented, each one more deadly 
than the one before it"--our cities do 
display air-raid shelter signs, our papers 
de carry estimates that about seven mii- 
lion people in the United States will pro- 
bably be homeless. 


‘NO VISAS FOR: 
PEACE’ 


’ NX QO ovisa will be gran 


ted to anyone fret 
any country -whatsvever,  ¥ E 
| wishes to come to England for any melt 
| connected with peace.” This was ie 
P official reason piven by the Foreign Office: 
| for refusing: visas to three Chinese womel 
invited to England by the National Asset) 
bly of Women, to celebrate Internaliol® 
Women’s Day on March 8. 

Pointing to empty seats on the platfort 
Mrs. Monica Felton, Chaimman of the Af 
sembly, told a crowded meeting in > 
Pancras Town Yall last week-end tht 
these were to have been occupied hy wane 
from China, Denmark, Sweden, Polat 
France, the USA, and the USSR, nm 
of whem had been able to eame. 


The destruction of Korea 


{ 

{ 

Miss Ndith Adlam, deseribed the systent 
atic obliteration of towns, harbours, pow! 
stations and roads in North Korea. 


“ But,” she went one, “South Kored ® 


being destroyed too, though in a differt™ 
way. ¢ 
“General Van Flee, announeed tt 


cently that) South Korean forces By 
now taken over two-thirds of the figntt 


line. They are being paid the equivall™ 
of U.S. 10e. a month. The New i 
Times records that over 7.000 Sot 
Korean soldiers repart: each month, 8! 
fering from TB and severe mala 
lion.” 


ithe American Leutenant who had be 


_ FIRST WOMAN TO WALK APPALACHIAN TRAIL” 


EAST semmey “Peace Pilyvim” walked the Appalachian Trail and afterware 
© gave a broadcast interview with Steve Allwon (who ured her Christian name) 
Mildred) over Radio Station WPEN in Philadelphia, 


; 7 

She went on to show how, for our Of 

boys, the destruction was moral a 
spiritual as well. She quoted the ease 


when © 
senior member of the Korean Prasbyterl | 


: ‘ . 1 
Chureh to death in his own house at ml) | 


nicht. 
Ge: 
cease,” 


Di 
us demand that this war sal! 
she ended. 


* My son is a CO” 


Mrs, Marsh of Dedham, Essex, whose 
was a conscientious objector, said HM 
many peaple eled him a coward for Me 
going to fight. Rut the real cawards a 
the men who sit round conference table 
and make our boys do sucn dreadful thit® 
for them. Ft 

There were cries of © Repeat! Repeat 
when she gave out the addvess oat the @! 
tral Board for Conscientious Objectors: 

Describing herself as “a Christiads. 
socialist and a pacifist,” another hous¥!! 
said, “The way of foree will never bie 
about the world we want. We spy 
eighteen years training our song to be) 
a decent, honourable life, but when they ‘| 
in the army they have to forget all al 

“Bverybody knows that young mon “4 mt 
induced by higher rates of pay to join ” 
Commandos. But how many people We 


gol 


at 


heard that thousands of pounds were 
on giving then psychological treaty 
hefore thev were conditioned to i 


devilish things they were required ta @ 
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The following is an extrat 


. i) 
If yowl! allow me to read a sentence {M) 
my little bulletin, | think T put the Ww! 
situation in a nutshell when J # 


uy 


walks a knife-edge between 
chaos and a new) renaissanec, 
strong forces push toward chaos, 


a world situation like this, | think o 
who wishes to be of serviee mipcht 
learn oa little about out-of-doors '! 
sinmple nutrilion, and so forth, 
Steve: Getting baek to hilang, Mildre 
wonderful as you say your expent! 
was, | don’t think you'd consider de 
it again, would you? ial 
Peace Pilgrim: { wouldn't consider dot 
the Appalachian Trail again right ne 
Steve, but [ would consider doing eit 
more hiking, 
hiking trip all planned—and_ this 
it’s definitely on the optimistic side 
nw peace pilgrimage. There is hope _ 
I think that those of ua wha have tO 


df 
: 


is 


In fact, [ have ane™ i, 


iiftaay, 8 
jit wily 


Cha 
t Gr 
Tyne 2 
“ire Lt 


isthe sae 


hog” 


g 
the way to peace should be shout 


iis 


from the housetops, and with 4 
thought in mind, | undertake my pe 
pilermmage, Starting dan J, 1 shall ¥ 
from Los Angeles to New York and 
to Washingtan, D.C., and talk to ev 
one who will listen ta me wbout the 
to peave. Tin even planning to 
sign, the back of which will read * 
ing Coast to Coast for Peace" 
front * Peace Pilgrim.” 

Steve: Leaving the subject of hiking 
the moment, Mildred, let me ask yeu 


fo 


wi 


wive you_a jong talk on very impor 
things like world government, eco? 
adjustment, disarmament, and sa fOr. 
and of course on my peace pilgr iy 
Ill be glad to discuss these things”, 
interested peoplo—dbaf what P shal! 


phasise most is the simple, basic # 


eo 


jf 


tials of peace. Again Jet me pul tf at 


nut-shell—“ Overeame evil wil. it 
and falsehood with trath, amd i 


with Jave.’"—-The Golden Rule w 
as well. ’ 

iNease don’t say lightly * Those amiiy 
religious concepts—not practical.” 2 y) 
are laws governing human conducts 
apply juat as vipidly as the | 
gravity, Jf we insisted on _ttemh 
ta disobey the law of gravity: 7 4 
would result, and if wo insist e 
obeying these laws eoverning 
eonduct, chaos will result. 
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is the Socialist: Party who in Taet | of Conscription but on whether it 


writer outlines. ‘The support of all Chri 
tian pec ple for its abolition mieht, e.g. 
Y be sought om the ground that the ons 


possible justification for milibury service js 
it CONSE ientious convietion that one is justi- 
fied in undertaking it. The churches should 
alsy be ehadlensed to keep the tssues  in- 
volved clearly before their younr peaple. 
linstead of the current shirking of them. 
WoO. MARWICK. 
o Northtield Crescent, 
| Kdinbureh, &. 


learn to Hee Ae Silence in the House 
Nite 


PB REGRET that the voiee of pacifism wits 
© EB lent in the tHlouse of Cemimons when 
ithe Pes Defence Statement wits approved. 
Theonly division being not on the priuciple 
should 
he continued for one venr or five years, 


What an opportunity was missed to stale 
our case for disarmament and true peace 
see eres Pacifists must take stock. [sit 
not time we had a voice in Parliament that 
has its first loyalty to Peace? 

PRED G. BARTON. 
Derbyshire Lane, 
Stretford, 
Chatemeien oof 
Labour Carty. 
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Valiant fighter for Peace 


WAS deeply grieved to read in Peace 
News that my old friend E, V. Rogers 
had recently passed away. 


Since he left my bome town, Gloucester, 


o-+- 


aes 
ae 
oH 
om 
© 
a 
= 
Cand 


fo von 
work [or 
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Ih Ww. MRANKLING 
Unity fleuse, Buston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 
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\ IR. CHPURCHPRLL, records with erect 
approval, oar aves) lrade  dourtshine 
ale) dueressie “Co other countries.” 

What then is sinister aboul, or wrone 
with Russia also sapplyine any other 
country ? 

(Miss) EVELYN AM. CLARKE. 

ZtoArthur Road, Beshitlon-Sea, 

Sussex, 


Hope for S. Afric 


\s 


a South African recently arrived in 


England, | wish to thank you very 
wren indeed for the reporl in’ Peace 
News on Pebruary 27, 1958, which tells 
of how ractal differences were foreutten 
and South Africans thoueht only of 
how to help the Africans in the devas- 
tated Adrican townships near Johannes: 
hure, last Deceniber. 

It is eneouraging to hear at salad chett 


there is hope Tor the future of a country 
where compassion lies so close to the si 
face. 
SUZANNE STEPHEN 
Yd, Sutton Lane, 
Hounslow West, Middlesex. 
Why he reads Peuee News 


FE WOULD like to congratulate and thank 
Ball those whe contribute to make Peaee 
News such an outstanding: newspaper. 

Lam not a pacifist, and nat likely to be, 
because f feel that pacifism ia not practical; 
all the same, like many other people, 
heartily condemn the present drive to world 
war and also the bestial and vicious wars 
now being fourht in Korea, Viet Nam and 
Malaya (ineidentally it is worth noting that ! 
in cach of the last three countries the 
British, french and UN forces are the 
aliens!), 

Peace News, in my opinion, gives a caver- 
age of world news that no other paper today 
provides. ‘This makes it especially valuable. 
I have found also that | ean trust Peace 


News, which is more than can be said for 
many publications which purpart to be 


Newspapers, 
LT will do my besi to intraduee same more 
readers Lo Peace: News. Lath, 


eee om ere oe near TT ae 
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1958, 
|| Campaign Corner 
| A BETTER JOB 


Y QUNG men are entitled ta the  ad- 
venture and travel with which the call 
to military services is se fiberatly bated. 
And they rightly want te assert that they 
are “somebody,” even thoush becoming 
; Private Namber 9,999,999 inay net prove 
as clevating as the posters suppest, 

Can peacebuildiug provide comradeship, 
purpese and experience SUCH GS a yay 
nan of TS needs? Can it Gupel a rejection ut 
Finililary service because there is samething 


fiver, more exciting whieh must take 
priority? 


Nest week Peace News will be enlarged 
to eight pages, including aw special four 
| pape Work Camps Supplement. Here will 
be found pacilism at the practival fevel, 
Vlood relied, buitding gehools, dando re- 
tlamation, pioneering and netviee work in 
many fields, helping hands al) round the 
world, neighbourly service fo Ghe man next 
door, a whole range of opportunity 
throweh which to develop the oatlook an 
life to which pacttism js the natural 
corollary. 
Hiow important it is to spread these 
ideas. Every reader should be sending 
next Friday’s issue lo the young people of 
his or her acquaintance, te toca yeuth 
groups and all who have contact with teen- 


pagers, ft will interest many other people, 
tou. 
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@ From page one 


thine. $0 way rather noticeable bier 
while be urped more conseriplion for the 
Preneh he did) mol urge more for the 
Dominions, and did) not) amention the 
Atmerieans. Why did Mr. Churchill atid 
Me. Noel-Baker not come out with a de- 
tound for ou stier dose of conscription for 
the USA? 


Perversion af Socialism 


Conscription — tor how long? ARMS AND THE MAN 


Then what. about the Geran anny 
when it) fimully arrives? Are we then 
going la have the spectacle of Mr, Noel- 
Buker at the despatch box demanding two 
years conscription for the (cernians ? 

Note the arrument. We are hearing 
heavy burdens whieh are injarin us 
ceonamicatly, and absorbing = our man- 
power, So we invite the continental coun- 


%& Continued from page one 


without oo jmunense  consulidation every 
minute of the day and night. ‘This is only 
to say that much of the bewilderment 
caused to the outside world by the frequent 
saimersiulis of Savier foreign paliey dis- 
appears when ait is considered in its proper 
vcontext~-namely, as deriving from, and j 
heing divected to, Aeme prurpases. i 


Short-cuts to pawe 


But this has a direct bearing un the pre 
sent transition. Stalin's eventual succes- | 
sor wil) have to overcame violent intrigue } 
and opposition inside jis own country. 

For infernal reasons, he may be faced 
with two clear alternatives as a short-cut 
to absalute power. Onsthe one hand, he 
may seek his strength and supremacy as 
the peace-niakereeu beloved and revered | 
leader who succeeds, where Stalin failed, 
in estublishing good and peaceful relations 
with the rest of the world. On the other 
hand, be can determine to establish his 


aweeping aside with the skill af inspired, | 
generalship all poteatial invaders and 
trouble-makers, H 

The influence of the West can be decisive 
in determining: which of those alternatives 
beconivs the moat Attraubives- 

Will the Westen), Gayermments be so in- 
teniperate as to create av situation in 
whieh the hitter alfernutive becomes the 
only choice? 

Or will they rise to the challenge pre- 
souted now, and by wisdon: combined with 
enlightened diplomacy devise a situation 
in whieh the future Sovieb dietator will 
find all his personel and notivnal culvantage 
in working to create gnud relations with the 
rest of the world? 

We can scarcely hope that public opinion 
in Russia, by now probably quite atrophied 
through prolonyed inhibition in sueh mat- 
ters, will determine Stalin's ultimate suc- 
cessor, The greatest-—and most contlicting 

influences will emanute from the jeading 
frelions within the country, generally 
reckoned ag being the Army, the Com- 
munist Party and the secret police. 

Rut jn the meanwhile, caution should be 
the keynote of the Western Governments’ 
altitude. A false step could play into the 
hands of a Soviet military demagorue seek - 
ing’) a sudden and aggressive aseent to 
srower. ‘Temperate palais exercised at 
present by Britain and America would have 
a snlytary effect, and could  indireetly 
evoke within the Soviet Union the neces- 
sary backing for a man who could lead his 
mighty camp along the paths of coneilia- 
tion. 


PEACE WE 


Pape six 


tes ta doo the sabi. bl ever ies 
a perversion of the idea of internstion 
Socialism, it surely is this, 

“Bear ye ane another's  buvede nd 
taake your conseripts serve for lwo ye 
That is our) Craternal message to 
French, the Beleians and the Puta 


The Licbour Part leadership on m 
whole, however, 12 NOt 40 enbhusiastic abeul 
Defenee White Pavers as it hie been 
hitherto. This Year tne Whale Labour 


Party abstained from voting: for the De 
fence White Paper, which  lvoked us 
piciously like the White Papers which the 
Labour Government issued darn us 
term of office, and indeed was probabls 
written by the same back room boys a: 
the Ministry of Defence, 

Even the Waite Paper oof the ‘Tors 
Government admit the Bevanite case 
upainst the exeessive rearmament of the | 
original Defence Programme. 

Vhe Labour Varty wants conseription 
renewed every yeaurecamd also our com 
BHUIMENLS, 


Now weoare beoinning to hear, “What 
wre We duine in Eyypt, in the Middle EF 
would it net be better if our stratecic 
reserves were at home’? 


For the outstanding facet of the Defoice 
Debate is that, after all the huge sussais 
We lieve spent on rearimanent, we fiaven’s 
a decent division in Britain ta defend us 
against Russian  paratroops if they 
arrived! 


In short. we have less seeurity than evei 


lif war shoukd come! 


And se have beeome the chief arsenal 
and the bombing: base of the USA in 
Europe. 

Every individual in Britain is beings now 
culled upon to pay dis, 6d. per week for 
defences, and We have less defenee than 
when we started. 


AT THE C.O. 


; eae an) rena bed e e 
meh e ml iio, AKMY sclentists working tor 


benefit ot 


“NONSENSE” — Judge Wethered 


SCIENTIPIC assistant employed 
Shrivenham, Wiltshire, had put 


tion” Gn applying for exemption from military service, he was told when | 
before the South Western 


he appeared 
Objectors in Bristol recently. 


The applicant, Jolin Shelley who will be 
21oin May, said his beliefs would not allow 
hint to take the life of any creature oy to 
uctively assist in it. 


Ne was asked by the President, Judge 
I. HEC. Wethered, how he could have any 
objection to serving in the Forees when he 
was already employed “ and taking a liveli- 
hood” from a military organisation, 

When Shelley replied that 50 per cent. 
of the work being done at the military 
college was “research for the advance- 
ment of mankind,” Judge Wethered suid 
that that way “ notsense.” 


Shelley said that. even if he went to work 
on a farm he would still be helping the 
Arniy by feeding it, he was talg that he 
was * quibbling.” 

Miss A. White (a member of the Tri- 
hunal): “ You are already solving problems 
for the Army and you are primarily en- 
giyced in a military business.” 


@ BEHIND THE NEWS ! 


(Continued from page tivo) 


the muinkwud on their return, They would 
now have to come back in hallast. | 


It is the first step to the blockade of 
China, following as it does on the pre- 
vious ban on “strategic goods” for China 
Drpper, 

Tho British Gavernment has followed 
this wp by announcing, as a result of Mr, 
Eden's Eitka in Waahington, & ban on the 
transport of all strategic materinl to the 
Chinese omainiand, on the ground that 
China has been declared an agrressor, 

Such is the long-term cffect of the reso- 
lution which wag passed hy the OLN. As- 
sembly in 151, with the connivance of 
Mr. Attlee, who saw it az a Jesser avil 
than the forcing throngh by Amerlen of a 
much more pointed resolution, 

We would ayain urge the British 
Gavernment to take the lead in securing the 
admission to the United Nations of the 
representatives of the de faeto Govern- 
ment of China as an exsential stup towards 
peace iy the Par Kast. 

Wanted: a policy 
A LVHOUGH the Opposition, after 

a keen debate in the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party meeting, 
found a formula whieh provided a 
measure of unity in the debate on 
the Defence White Paper, it has not 
#3 nu result Increased its prestige. 

The main funetion of the Opposition is 
to persuades the electorate that it is more 
fit to he in eharge of the nation’s affairs 
than the Government. 

What the Luhour Party needs, if it ia to 


ilo thia, fg net a formula, hut a policy 
which will ehallenge the Government's 


handling of international affairs, and pvhe 
defence programme which js so intimately 
connected with foreign policy. 

So long as it is prepared only to “take | 
note of” the Government’s plans bat not 
seriously to challenge them, jt remams not 
only ineffeetive as an Opposition, but dis- 
loyal to the whole tradition and spirit of 
the Labour Movement. 

The Opposition missed a great chance 
by being content ta talk in terms of 
shortening the period of national service 
and of asking for an annual review of the 
Acts, instead of boldly demanding: that 
conscription shoul! be shalished. 

Had they dione so, they would have met 
with a real response in the country, ob- 
tulned the support of the Liberal Party 


und, perhaps, even of sume Conservatives, | 


even if they had net been successful in 
the division lobbies. 

It is to be repretted that nene of Lhose 
Labour Members who ure opposed tu can- 
seriplion had the opportunity to spk in 
the dehate and that any opposition was 
confined to their abstention from voting 
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SYBIL MORRISON | 


To cut sie months off the National Sereive would reduce the pertod which 


National Sercive omen could: spend 
Malaya fea fh to fe months, and 
months. 6. This waste of manpower 
the more distant theats 
tary coteusions «af 
mysely to fhe limits of the White 2 
ontoon ta the sulley and anpredictabl 
this modes! document fluats.” 

The Prine ALiniste tt, Defence 
pet ee had died, and on Friday, 
ia March 6, that world-shakiny 
infornutdion took the headlines of 
every newspaper, so that the result 
of the voting on the Defence White 
Paper was crowded into a smali 
corner, OF im some cases off the tront 
page altogether. 

Yet this is the foresunner of the intro 
duction of a new National Service Act to 
take the place of the one that expires at 
the end of this vear. Tt endorses the 1950 
extension of the period of National Ser- 
Vieo to two yerrs, and sets the seal upon 
abhitary comserip tom in peaeetime for this 
CHUMNITY, 

With Jitthe protest ¢for the | Lahour 
amendment asking’ that the period oi 
National Service should be “subject to an 
annual oaffienuitive resolutio.” raised no 
ohjection ta conscription itself) anothes 
naib has been driven into the coffin wherein 
lies the body of guy much vaunted demo 
evatic liberty. 

That there is po popular desire to sup- 
port the amaaments programme and to 
wear up the war machine Me, Churchill 


irathen na'vely pave away when he ye- 
‘one ked that to day the burden of oversents 


aetive service on the Reeular Army would 
have a detvimental effeet unon reeruiting! 

The consertpt in facet would not volunteer 
and neithes would anyone else, if it) was 
understood that tt omeunt oa year or more 


TRIBUNALS | 


mankind 


| 
al the Military College of Seierce, | 
himself in “ an extraordinary posi 


Tribunal for Conserve itious 


Dismissing the application, Judge 
Wethered said that Shelley had been em- 
ployed by a military organisation since 
147 and there were no grounds for his 
application, which would be dismissed. 

Shelley: “No matver what happens 1 
ghall not go,” 


HE THOUGHT HE HAD 
FINISHED WITH WAR 
From MARY MATHER 
“EN chureh on Sundays, we were told to 

love our neighbours, while all through 
the week we were tok) how to kill people.” 
This is how Owen Hodge deseribed his life 
uy an apprentice in the RAF, when stating: 
his objection to being conserip.ed before 
London Local Tribunal for Conscientious 
Objectors on March 6. 


The more he thought about if, he said, 
the more confused and nervy be became. 
He lay awake at night trying in vain to 
find the answer. Ip the Jast war we were 
fighting fer ai better world, so that men 
could Jove their neighbour better. But in 
faet conditions now seem to he worse than 
they were before. Tt was all a lot of Jies. 


He described how he had joined the RAF 


) in the first place te learn a trade, but how, 


after a short time, the whole way of life 
came to seem to hin revolting, 

He began to dvend every new diy, got 
\ 30 nervy that he started to smoke, even 
failed his exams on parpose ta get oul. 

“My mind was just revolted by the 
thought of killing my fellaw-men,” he said. 
l** When | pol my release from the RAF I 
j thought f had finished with war, but now 
i i'm being ealled ap again.” 

The Chairman, Judye Sir Gerald Har- 
reaves, ruled that his objection was no’ 
conscientious but “nervous,” and that the 
| decision would have to be left to the medi- 
cal authorities. 


'*‘What do you do to help?’ 


Prom a Correspoudent 


on the Government motion to approve the | 


White Paper. 
Jhoy have another opportunity on the 


Army Estimates and when the QOider in | 


Cowneil, renewing the National Service 
Acts for five years, is tabled, y 

We hope that they will be piven the 
opportunity fo voice the opinion of the 
many people in the country who aré ob- 
posed to eanseription and that they will 
nol be slow to take it, 

In the meantime, all who are opposed 
tu conseription and the rearmament gro- 
framme must not be content ta cave 
critielgm. to the handful of pacifist MIs, 
They must make their own views known 
to their own Members in wi uncertain 
nianner. 


A MONG the yvrounds of objection which 
- men have to military service ace those 
lbrondly defined by the ‘Tribunals as 
| “humanitarian.” 

| Reeently Barry Lewis of Strood, Kent, 
who took his stand on humanitarian 
grounds was dismissed at Knlham. Barry 
snid he did not see how borobs could succeed 
where discussion had failed. 

The Chaiyman, Sir Gerald Vflargrenaves 
naked, “ Are you prepared to agree lo going 
into the Army?” 

Lewis: “ No.” 

Sir Gerald: “ You propose to edueate 
neaple to wares, but you do rot have to ive 
way-—surely that is a contradiction?" 

Rarry is a member of the Pence Pledge 
Union and a pharmacist with the Rochester 
Co-apeia ive Society, 


This would have a deterrent effeet on the volute 
service am the Regular Army. 


, alone tho issues of the ‘cold ewl 


horen, T sing,” which Mr, Attlee cap ig 


iw Kowa from tf ta 5 inanths, iH 
iv the Middle Basi fran 19 to  ¢ 
oald vequive the use of Regulara m4 
{am No. 873 
I have confined 
ape, and have not sotght ta wa 
aces of human desting on whieh 
5 vg zB 
White Paper Debate. Mareh 5, 1958.3 
on the battlefields of Koren or Mall 
No doubt, May Chaychill would points] 
that if the conscript objects he hawt 
ieht co register as a copsetentions ood 
Nhe “conseience clause” in the Natit 
Service Acts is one which Britishers # 
they think about it at all, and few 0 k 
even know aboul it, invariably sped 
with pride. No other nation but this & 
Treedani-loving, peace-loving country a 
is citizens the license of a conseiené 


Buc the truth is that there would a 


such conscience clause on our Statute ? 
i any Prime Minister, or other Mil 
of State, belleved for one single me 
that thousands of young) men were! 
condilion to avail themselves of it 


“T¢@ 


r ENT 

Weap 
the oo.  o@F 
At the age of seventeen-plus, the nye Seienes 


rily of bevs go to register without The put; 

knowledge that they have a legal TER they ie ilie 
object, and even if they did know, thet fenoe mele 
Loo young and inexperienced to 2p of ee , 
thought out the consequences of 5a human} athe 
a oresistanee to the stream, as Th By Wantg oe Hi 
towards that “sullen and unpredite If th, Shia 4 
ocean of human destiny” — that | mo Atomic hee 
Churchill dismisses with his usual fay Wevens f Pa 


rikings phease. 


* 


Human destiny is nel considered 
Acts of Parliament which aarange 1 
imprisonment of boys when they have 
just Jel school to train for battle, 
causes of which are never explained 
them. 


timin 


\ oO on 
» When ; 
k ena 
Vali ® ehitd 


“ 


Yhe cant speeebes front heath aide 
(he House on the necessity for many 
in oup so-called Defence poog rane: 
care, to. avojd any consnlera.ion of Be 
probiems, ‘That amare) thildren are 
revimented ound trained to kill, bf 
politielans ard sfatesmién are so. be 
of ideas that they wilh not, or canny 
proposals for settling. the issues) abe 
in Korea, Malaya ind the Middle Hts 


Russia, did not come up for discus? 
the debate. f aw 
Mr. Churchill opened with a Virgil 


tion, transhiting it as “Of arms fe 


a 


re 
Drab Politica! 
leu Shy insar 
“locus penitentiae’—a place for Tepe iy 

Tt would bave been encouraring nts 
heen eny sien of repentance. No 
Mr. Churehill wilk sine and contitiy 
sing of armaments and man-powely! 
will feel no need to repent, but that 
should renent orly of the extra aix 
is a tragic sign of Britain's dep® 
from her great Hberal tradition, ii 

It is left for a tiny pacifist mino™ 
earry on the struggle. 
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Central Hall 


IT CAN BE PEACE 


FRIDAY MARCH 27, at 7.30 


4 ancien pameied 

CECILY COOK, O.B-E. 
(Gen, See. Women'a Co-operative 
H. W. FRANKLIN 

(Nat. Union of Railwaymen) 

The Ven. PERCY WARTILI 
(Archdeacon Stokiwon-Trent) 
MINNIE PALLISTER 
VICTOR YATES, MP. 

Chairman: SYBIL MORRIBON 
ee 


Huffer and Mooksatall 6.300 pm. 
Some reserved seats 28, dl. Apply to the 
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6 ENDSLEIGH STREET, LONDON, ae 
EUSton S501, 


” - lo wn 
but ihlic d 
My Me pnd 


quilt 


footy picin. 
Py a 
4 Maly, ¥° we 


fon" rime) 
NOY save 
Won, 


Emrys Hughes, MA 


SS 


writes every week tn 


FORWARD 


a YOUN in 


“ai OW Neer 


ths: Warfar 
*F canot 
Wey, butt 


ihe, Y 
On sale everywhere — Frid? fomei’ ® cam 
Hie Nog 


| Postal subscription 19s. 6d, } 


l from FORWARD, 


308, Clyde Street, Glasgow’ 
—— 


eer 


[nn seeseemnsnamnansae 


a A 


Published from § Wlackatseh Kea., iva 
Pesca Newa, Ltd. Printed by The 
Printing Co. Ltd. (1.0.) Londen 


- ee ne ee Ae 


